to the Nazi party. But the Nazi party is to disappear.
This is our aim. What can follow? Private ownership
must be a historical growth. You cannot suddenly take
a man out of nowhere and make him a private owner
because someone is going to ask "Why that man and
not someone else?5* and to this question there is ?w
answer.

When so many men have played so many different
parts, wTlien some have died in the fight against the
coming Nazism, when some have run away (and why
not?), when some have "stayed put/3 when some have
co-operated with Nazi authority in a genuine effort to
make life tolerable for their own people, when others
have co-operated in the capacity of Quislings, when
others have died in the underground struggle, and
others have joined in the joyful and successful fight for
the birth of a new life, how can you re-start private
ownership? How can you say to one man, "Come here,
please own this parcel of textile shares/3 or to another,
"And you, here is a gas works for you," and to a third,
"Please accept these coal mines55?

This is not a silly question. It is, unfortunately for
private ownership, an unanswerable question. There is
no way of doing these things. And if you cannot find the
private owners, there only remains for you some system
of Common Ownership of the great resources, . . *
unless by any chance, it is proposed that the German
resources shall be pledged to French private owners
as guarantee for the war indemnity that will be im-
posed, and that the French resources shall be pledged
to the British private owners for the debt of gratitude
which the French will owe us for our having fought
for their liberation, and the British resources shall
be pledged to American private owners for. . . .